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Idlers begin arriving directly to Stuttgart 

Sgf. Howard Whitaker (center) is greeted 
' Maj. Gen. James B. Allen, GSMC Command-
' and Atfons Schwedler, Assistant to Stuttgart 

' Mayor, Manfred Rommel. 

photos by Bob Crockett 

Joshua Bootx (center) gets some help from Maj. Gen. Allen at the NelHngen Barracks Replacement 
Regulating Detachment. Joshua's dad, Capt. John Bootz and his brother, Justin, also participated. 

iLftis R. Giovacchini 
imand Information Officer 

A page was turned in the history of the 
Her Stuttgart Military Community 

I of American forces in southern Ger-
ly as the Stuttgart Aerial Port of De-
ition/Embarkation (APOD/E) 

led last week. This port permits sol-
and their families arriving and de-

dng from Stuttgart and the surround-
region to travel directly to and from 
_!rt, and bypass the Rhein-Main 

Base completely. 
TTie Stuttgart APOD/E accepted its 

stateside arrivals for pinpoint as-
lents in GSMC and several outlying 
lunities on Tuesday, May 2. Ap-

umately 20 soldiers and family mem-
arrived at the Stuttgart Intemation-

t Airport around noon. 
The incoming personnel were greeted 
the airport by Maj. Gen. James B. 

Jr., Greater Stuttgart Military 
imunity Commander and Herr Al-

Schwedler, Assistant to Stuttgart 
Mayor, Manfred Rommel. Out on 

the tarmac, Allen shook hands and wel­
comed the soldiers and their families as 
they deplaned. Schwedler greeted the ar­
rivals on behalf of the city of Stuttgart. 

Following this the new arrivals were 
processed through customs and trans­
ported by bus to Nellingen Barracks, 
about 20 minutes away. At Nellingen 
they went to building 3620, home to the 
newest member of the GSMC family, the 
Replacement Regulating Detachment of 
the 21st Replacement Battalion, head­
quartered at Rhein-Main Air Base. 

The first ^oup of arrivals were 
greeted at Nelhngen by Col. Thomas L. 
Prather, Jr., deputy commander of 2nd 
COSCOM representing Nellingen-
Esslingen-Echterdingen military subcom-
munity. Prather commented on the sig­
nificance of APOD/E and highlighted the 
work done to renovate the RRD facility, 
which had formerly been a dining hall. 

Then Maj. Gen. Allen, assisted by one 
of the junior newcomers, Joshua Bootz, 
cut the ribbon to open the new building. 
The youngster and his brother, Justin, 
were traveling with their father, Capt. 
John F. Bootz, assigned to 5th General 

Hospital in Bad Cannstatt. 
The RRD is responsible for in-proc­

essing of all arriving personnel. The 
RRD verifies the soldier's pinpoint as­
signment, notifies the gaining unit of his 
arrival and the approximate time they 
can expect the sponsorship bus. 

Al l incoming soldiers must be proc­
essed through the RRD. As a result spon­
sors wil l not be able to meet arrivals at 
the Stuttgart airport. Sponsors should 
meet incoming personnel at the local 
sponsorship bus stop within their sub-
community. Times for the buses may 
fluctuate since they are dependent on 
flight arrival time. 

In addition there are bus stops to ac­
comodate soldiers assigned to surround­
ing military communities. The other 
communities serviced by the Stutt^rt 
APOD/E are: Heilbronn, Schwaebish 
Gmuend, Schwaebisch Hall, Goepping-
en, and Neu Ulm. Al l personnel will ar­
rive weekdays, Monday through Friday, 
as part of an effort to ensure that they 
can be quickly processed and sent to 
their duty assignments. 

The port wil l also be used as a depart­

ure point for personnel leaving the Stutt­
gart area. The 21st Replacement Battal­
ion anticipates that approximately 1,000 
soldiers will arrive through the Stuttgart 
APOD/E each month and a slightly high­
er number will depart through the port 
on a monthly basis. 

With the opening of the Stuttgart 
APOD/E and another one in Nuernberg, 
in-processing of soldiers and their fami-
hes wil l be expedited. Incoming person­
nel with pinpoint assignments in south 
and south-central Germany will no long­
er be required to endure hours on a bus 
getting from Frankfurt to their duty loca­
tion. Accomodating arrivals and in-proc­
essing locally represents a marked im­
provement in services for military 
personnel, Department of Army civilian 
employees and family members. 

Maj. Gen. Allen summed up the day*s 
histonc arrival by saying, "Besides l?eing 
more convenient for soldiers and their 
families, the APOD/E system will make 
transition to Europe easier and thereby 
enhance the readiness of our forces. It's 
just one more way the Army is taking 
care of soldiers." 

news briefs 
1989 road construction 

Effective immediately through August 20, 1989 
road contruction will begin on the entrance way of 
Sth General Hospital, Bad Cannstatt. Soldiers and 
civilian counterparts assigned to Sth GH and pa­
tients with appointments should allow themselves 

additional time when traveling to work or making 
clinical appointments. 

GSMC spring clean-up 
On Thursday, the household toxic waste pick-up 

vehicle (Umweltmobil), owned by the city of Stutt­
gart, wil l make two stops in the GSMC. This vehicle 
allows family housing occupants to remove any toxic 
household waste from their homes. 

The vehicle wil l be located at the following places 
in GSMC: Robinson Barracks on the parking area in 

front of FX from 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 p.m., and at 
Patch Barracks between bldgs. 2337 and 2338 from 
I to 2 p.m. 

For more information, call the Environmental 
Management Office, DEH, at 420-6019. 

Preseparation briefing 
A preseparation briefing will be conducted on Thuis-

day at 9 a.m. at the Robinson Barracks Theater. 
Inform soldiers who will ETS within the next 120 

days to attend the briefing. 
For more information, call 420-6345. 


